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The Fierce Green Fire 
A Newsletter of the Wofford College Environmental Studies Program 
Volume 2, Issue 22 
Farewell to Dr. Zhu 
 
 
     We’ve been so fortunate over the 
past two years to have Dr. Wenyi 
Zhu in the Environmental Studies 
Program as a postdoctoral associate.  
Originally from Suzhou, China, Dr. 
Zhu earned her Ph.D. at Rutgers 
University and joined Wofford to 
work with Kaye Savage on research 
funded by the U.S. Department of 
Energy’s Subsurface Biogeochemical 
Research program.   
 She developed experimental 
protocols to study how uranium 
moves through ground water 
systems, travelled to Auburn 
University to conduct experiments in 
collaboration with Dr. Mark Barnett 
in the School of Engineering, and 
made two trips to the Stanford 
Synchrotron Radiation Laboratory. 
She recently presented research 
results at the American Chemical 
Society meeting in San Diego, CA.  
 While here, Dr. Zhu mentored 
students and also taught 
Environmental Studies 104.  We will 
miss her!   
     Dr. Zhu married over the 
Christmas holiday and will be joining 
her husband in Texas.  Please join us 
in wishing her the best! 
 
 
Fun Volunteer Opportunities! 
Water Monitoring Day 
April 14th 11:00am-1:00pm 
Goodall Center at  
Glendale Shoals 
Contact Allison Tolbert 
tolbertak@email.wofford.edu 
or Jan Patton 
pattonje@email.wofford.edu 
  Volunteers needed to work with 5th 
grade students & water monitoring. 
Hazardous Waste  
Collection Day 
April 14th 9:00am 
Spartanburg County 
Administrative Parking Lot 
Contact Dr. Savage 
savageks@wofford.edu  
Volunteers needed to direct traffic and 
help stay organized. 
Thoreauvian Saunter 
April 21st 8:00am-12:00pm 
Walk, Run, or Bike from 
Wofford to the Goodall Center 
Contact Chris Overcarsh 
overcarshcb@wofford.edu  
 Volunteers needed to help before and 
during the Saunter. 
Dr. Wenyi Zhu, 2010-2012 
postdoctoral associate for 
Environmental Studies. 
Dr. Zhu during Terrio 2011. 
  




Upcoming Events and Opportunities 
GRAD SCHOOL PROFILE: 
Stanford University – School of Earth Sciences 
 
     Energy Resource Engineering (ERE), 
Environmental Earth System Science (EESS), 
Geological and Environmental Sciences (GES), and 
Geophysics (GP) are the four departments of study 
in Stanford University’s graduate degree program. 
     The EESS department was established as part of 
the School of Earth Sciences in 2007 because of the 
Earth Sciences faculty’s growing need to explore the 
Earth’s environmental system thus creating the 
opportunity to form a department that could address 
integrated research topics and educate in global 
environmental processes.  The EESS degree is 
dedicated to “training a new generation of scientists 
that comprehend the multiple facets of 
environmental processes, who are able to think 
synthetically, evaluating change in our oceans, 
water, air and land processes as part of an integrated 
and connected system.” 
     For more information on this and other graduate 
programs at Stanford University, visit 
http://pangea.stanford.edu/. 
  
     
April 13th -14th  “Energy for the Future”: The 2012 Annual South Carolina Academy of Science 
Meeting will be held at USC Aiken.  If you are interested in going, come by the ENVS 
office and talk to Dr. Savage. 
April 17th    
  
The Green Screen Film Series: Don’t miss the last documentary in this series, 
Wasteland. 7:00pm at The Showroom.  Admission is free.  Each event features a panel 
discussion and offers audience participation. 
April 20th   Natural Sciences and Engineering Seminar Series: USC Upstate presents Mammary 
Musings: Perspectives on Prepubertal Bovine Mammary Development for Agricultural and 
Fundamental Biology Research by Clemson University professor, Dr. Steven Ellis.  
Program starts at 5:00pm in the Health Education Complex, Room 2039. 
Thoreauvian Saunter: Come help us celebrate Earth Day 2012 by participating in our 
“Saunter” to Glendale!  Run, walk, or, bike from the Wofford Fountain to the 
Goodall Environmental Studies Center starting at 8:00am.  Registration is $10 and 
includes a t-shirt.  The Goodall Center will be open until 12:00pm.   
April 21st   
Santee Cooper Lecture Series, “Sustaining Our Wild Rivers”:  Tim Palmer, 
photographer and award-winning author of 20 books on rivers, conservation, and the 
environment, will speak in Leonard Auditorium at 7:00pm. 
April 24th    
April 19th    
  
ENVS Senior Capstone Presentations:  Our seniors will make 15-minute 
presentations on their capstone projects in Olin 213, 2:30pm-4:30pm.  Please join us 
for one or all of the presentations.  Schedule to be posted on Daily Announcements. 
8th Annual Spartanburg Regional Classic: May is National Bike Month!  Come out 
and enjoy the races in downtown Spartanburg starting at 4:00pm with women’s and 
men’s amateur racing.  Women’s professional race starts at 7:05pm and the men’s 
professional race starts at 8:30pm. 
May 4th     
Conservation Lobby Day: Upstate Forever will be travelling to Columbia for this day-
long event.  Learn how this group and other conservationists lobby Senators and 
Representatives on key environmental issues.  Contact Nancy Fitzer at 
nfitzer@upstateforever.org if you are interested in participating. 
May 1st     
